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LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1938. 

The  form  of  the  Report  is  as  dictated  in  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  1728. 

The  past  year  has  shown  a marked  decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to  me.  There  has  been 
no  serious  epidemic. 

I am  able  to  report  that  a great  deal  of  work  has  been 
done  under  the  Housing  Acts,  details  of  which  appear  in  a 
subsequent  page  of  this  report. 

I feel  sure  that  the  Council  have  every  reason  to  feel  proud 
of  the  fact  that  so  much  has  been  accomplished  and  that  this 
authority  is  no  longer  in  the  black  books  of  those  in  higher 
places. 

In  this  connection  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  Mr.  Shaw 
and  Mr.  Luker  for  the  extremely  hard  work  they  have  put  in 
and  for  the  unfailing  tact  they  have  exhibited  in  dealing  with 
an  extremely  unpleasant  job. 
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1 know  that  they  will  wish  to  join  with  me  in  also  thanking 
the  meni])ers  of  the  lionsing  Committee  who  have  spent 
many  weary  hours  with  us  inspecting  large  numbers  of  houses 
in  proposed  Clearance  Areas. 

They  have  invariably  given  us  every  assistance  and  sup- 
port. 

If  you  will  examine  closely  the  results  of  the  Housing 
Inquiries  so  far  to  hand,  you  will  find  that  only  in  the  case  of 
one  house  did  the  Minister  disagree  with  our  decisions. 

In  addition  to  this  work  a survey  of  the  whole  of  the 
parishes  in  the  district  has  been  carried  out  and  a comprehen- 
sive programme  of  housing  work  for  the  next  three  years  has 
lieen  prepared.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done. 

I am  pleased  to  report  also  that  the  Milk  Registers 
have  been  entirely  revised  and  brought  up-to-date.  All  dairies, 
cowsheds  and  premises  of  both  Producers  and  Retailers  have 
been  inspected  and  recorded. 

A regular  and  efficient  Meat  Inspection  has  been  instituted 
and  you  will  find  elsewhere  details  of  diseased  meat  which  has 
been  condemned  and  destroyed. 

In  September  a further  burden  was  added  to  the  already 
heavy  work  of  your  staff.  1 refer  to  A.R.P. 

This  has  entailed  a great  deal  of  extra  work  and,  for  your 
Medical  Officer,  a vast  amount  of  correspondence. 

Thanks  to  our  Area  Organiser,  Major  Chappell,  and  his 
large  ))and  of  voluntary  helpers  throughout  the  district,  an 
organisation  has  been  built  up,  which,  in  the  event  of  hostili- 
ties, can  be  put  into  operation  at  very  short  notice. 

It  is  not  by  any  means  all  that  I would  have  liked,  but  it 
is  all  that  is  allowed  to  an  area  such  as  ours,  which  is  consid- 
ered officially  to  be  non-vulnerable. 

There  is  still  one  pressing  need  in  our  district,  it  is  efficient 
Sewage  I)is])osal. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 

Area  in  Acres : 42,645. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population : 15,800. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to  the 
Rate  Books:  4,778. 

Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate : £64,459 
and  £258  respectively. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS,  CHIEF  INDUSTRIES  AND 
EXTENT  OF  UNEMPLOYMENT. 

These  remain  much  the  same  as*  for  many  years  past. 
There  is  no  new  industry  but  some  of  the  old-established  ones 
have  increased  in  size  and  scope,  notably  printing  and  quarry- 
ing. House  Building  should  continue  for  a number  of  years 
to  employ  large  numbers  of  men.  The  Council’s  Clearance 
Orders  alone  will  involve  the  erection  of  some  hundreds  of 
new  houses.  Numbers  of  men  continue  to  go  long  distances 
daily  to  places  outside  the  district  where  work  is  available. 
Certain  Government  works  outside  the  area  are  at  the  moment 
absorbing  a large  number  of  men. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

251 

6 


Male 

117 

2 


Female 

134 

4 


257 


119 


138 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  population : 16.26 


Still  Births: 


Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  13  9 4 

Illegitimate  0 — — 


13  9 4 


Rate  of  Still  Births  per  1000  births : 54.47 
Deaths  from  all  causes : 

Total  Male  Female 

186  103  83 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population:  11.77 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes : 

Nil. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : 

Legitimate  4 4 0 

Illegitimate  0 0 0 


Death  Rate  of  all  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  Live  Births : 
45.56. 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legitimate  Births: 
45.56 

Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegitimate  Births : 
Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  32 


Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 


Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 
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The  following  is  a list  of  the  causes  of  death 


Disease 

Measles  * — — — 

Influenza  — — — 

Encephalitis  Lethargie  

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  — 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  — — 

Cancer  — — 

Diabetes  — — 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  — — — 

Heart  Disease  — 

Aneurysm  

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  — 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  

Congenital  Debility  and  Premature  Birth 

Senility  

Suicide 

Other  Violence 
Other  Deflned  Diseases  ...... 


Male  Female  Total 


1 

0 

1 

7 

2 

9 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

6 

0 

0 

0 

17 

15 

32 

2 

2 

4 

4 

7 

11 

24 

24 

48 

1 

0 

1 

7 

4 

11 

6 

3 

9 

0 

6 

6 

1 

0 

1 

3 

2 

3 
2 
1 
2 

4 
12 


2 

2 

4 

0 

2 

1 

2 

3 


5 
4 
7 
2 
3 
3 

6 

15 


Total  103 


83 


186 


Comparison  between  Vital  Statistics  obtaining  for  England 
and  Wales  and  chose  of  the  Clutton  Rural  District  per  1000 
population. 

England  and 
Wales 

Births  ..™  15.7 

Deaths  (all  causes)  11.6 

Deaths  (under  1 year)  53.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (Puerperal  Sepsis)  .89 
Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  I\vrexia  per 

1000  Births  14.42 

I think  these  figures  for  Clutton  R.  D.  compare  very  fav 
ourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 


Clutton 

R.D.C. 

16.26 

11.7 

45.56 
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SECTION  B. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.  R.  V.  Brew,  Chew  Magna. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor; 

Housing  Inspector  and  Water  Engineer: 

Mr.  E.  Shaw,  Pensford. 

Assistant  Inspector : Mr.  Luker,  Temple  Cloud. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  provided  with  a second  Assistant  Inspector 
for  some  months  to  assist  in  getting  the  Housing  work  into  a 
more  advanced  state.  That  assistant  has  now  left  and  has 
not  been  replaced. 

Miss  Church  continues  to  act  as  typist  to  Mr.  Shaw 

I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  staff  as  a whole,  and  to  each 
member  individually,  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which  they 
have  carried  out  their  duties. 

They  have  worked  extremely  hard  and  their  tasks  have 
increased  in  number  and  complexity  almost  month  ])y  month. 

The  result  of  their  labours  can  be  found  in  the  details  of 
this  report.  The  Housing  & Sanitary  work  of  the  Council  is  now 
on  a sound  footing;  records  are  up-to-date  and  filed  systemat- 
ically. Inspections  of  all  kinds  are  now  carried  out  with 
regularity  and  the  results  are  recorded  for  future  reference. 

In  particular  the  Housing  work  has  made  great  strides 
and  a completion  of  the  whole  district  is  now  definitely  within 
sight. 

I hope  that  the  Council  will  continue  to  have  the  services 
of  this  staff  for  a number  of  years  for  I feel  sure  that  with  such 
team  work  this  district  will  soon  be  completely  up-to-date. 

I am  very  grateful  for  the  help  I have  personally  received 
from  all  of  them. 

Hospitals,  Ambulance  and  Laboratory  Facilities  remain 
the  same.  They  are  in  every  way  adequate  and  of  immense 
service  to  this  district. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water. 

The  water  suppl3'  is  now  adequate  throughout  the  district 
with  the  exception  of  a few  small  areas  to  which  it  is  hoped 
extensions  will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  the  supply  is  abundant. 
A constant  watch  is  kept  upon  all  sources  of  supply  to  ensure 
that  purity  is  maintained.  Samples  are  taken  from  many  points 
at  regular  intervals  for  Bacteriological  Analysis.  Samples  are 
taken  at  fortnightly  intervals. 

If  at  any  time,  any  given  sample  is  adversely  reported 
upon  the  source  of  that  sample  is  immediately  cut  out  of  the 
supply  until  investigations  have  been  made  and  the  trouble 
located  and  cured.  It  is  very  seldom  that  this  occurs,  but 
there  have  been  a few  instances  in  which  contamination  by 
animal  matter  has  occurred. 

The  number  of  consumers  is  steadily  rising  and  should 
continue  to  do  so  for  some  while. 

There  is  no  longer  any  excuse  for  owners  of  property 
failing  to  provide  water  supplies  to  their  property  and  1 should 
like  to  see  every  dwelling-house  equipped  with  mains  water 
inside  the  house. 

Although  nearly  300  meter  supplies  have  been  connected 
chiefly  to  farms  and  lands,  there  is  still  scope  for  a greatly 
increased  use  of  pure  water  for  these  purposes. 

Many  of  the  old  polluted  wells  are  now  falling  into  disuse. 
Those  known  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes  should  be  filled 
in. 

No  fewer  than  615  domestic  consumers  have  taken  advan- 
tage of  having  a supply  of  water  laid  on  to  their  premises 
whilst  nearly  300  meter  supplies  have  also  been  afforded  prin- 
cipally to  farms  and  fields  in  the  area.  Schemes  were  prepared 
and  approved  during  the  j’ear  for  extensions  of  the  maiits  and 
tenders  accepted  for  carrying  out  immediately  of  works  in 
the  following  Parishes:—  Stanton  Drew,  Chelwood  House  to 
Stanton  Wick  and  Bromley,  1880  lin.  yds.  3"  dia.  1210  lin.  yds. 
2".  Stowey  Cross  Roads  to  Knighton  Sutton  Farm,  845  lin. 
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yds.  3"  main.  '‘Risinf>-  Sun”  Knowle  Hill,  238  lin.  yds. 
3"  dia.  Chew  Magna,  Winford  Road,  2370  lin.  yds.  3"  dia, 
Chew  Stoke,  Pagans  Hill,  310  lin.  yds.  2"  dia.  Compton  Martin, 
Moreton,  1050  lin.  yds.  2"  Galvanised  Pipe.  This  extension 
is  for  a linuted  period  and  will  be  taken  out  when  the  proposed 
I Bristol  Waterworks  Chew  Stoke  Reservoir  Scheme  is  com- 
menced. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  position  remains  the  same.  A report  was  submitted 
by  the  Consulting  Engineers  during  the  year.  Instructions 
were  given  to  prepare  a complete  scheme  for  sewering  certain 
parishes  on  the  Plastern  side  of  the  District. 

This  question  of  sewerage  is  now  the  gravest  issue  which 
this  council  has  to  face.  The  conditions  throughout  the  dist- 
rict are  bad  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  definite  action  will 
be  taken  in  the  very  near  future. 

In  certain  of  the  more  crowded  areas  the  present  con- 
ditions are  a menace  to  the  public  health  and  safety. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Conditions  remain  as  in  the  past.  There  is  a good  deal 
of  i)ollution  from  drains  and  cess  pits.  The  brook  at  Farm- 
borough  was  cleaned  out  as  also  the  stream  at  Chilcompton. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

No  im])rovement. 

Public  Cleansing. 

No  alteration. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

This  has  been  very  thoroughly  carried  out.  All  com- 
plaints have  been  investigated  and  dealt  with.  Details  of  the 
work  done  are  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Inspector. 
Schools. 

No  alteration. 

All  .scdiools  are  maintained  in  good  repair  and  are  kept 
clean.  1 hey  have  adequate  water  supplies  and  the  Sanitary 
arrangements  are  the  best  that  can  be  arranged. 

The  County  Authority  controls  Medical  and  Dental  In- 
spection and  Treatment  of  School  Children  and  also  as  School 
Closure  authority. 

The  County  M.O.II.  is  also  Chief  School  Medical  Officer. 
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Camping  Sites. 

I do  not  know  of  any  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

1 have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any  such  beasts  in  this 
district.  As  far  as  I know,  no  member  of  the  stalf  has  been 
called  upon  to  eradicate  same. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts.)  401 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1445 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

subhead  (1)  above  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg- 


ulations, 1925  and  1932  324 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1368 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  324 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  77 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Author- 


ity or  their  'officers  — 1 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a) — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936 ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  I>y  owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 0 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1) Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme- 
died — 73 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  73 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(c) . — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  0 

(d) . — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ......  0 

(2)  Num])er  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  res])ect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  0 

(3)  Clearaiice  Orders  made  35 

Number  of  houses  involved  324 

Clearance  Orders  confirmed  6 

No.  of  houses  involved  ......  122 

No.  of  houses  demolished  0 

No.  of  houses  to  be  demolished  122 

1 he  findings  of  the  Minister  of  Health  following  upon  the 
Inquiries  upon  the  remaining  Clearance  Orders  have  not  yet 
been  received. 

Details  of  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiries. 

Three  Housing  Inquiries  have  been  held  during  the  year 
as  follows: — 

Litton,  16/2/38,  1 Clearance  Area  having  4 houses  Con- 
firmed— 4 houses. 


Paulton,  10/5/38,  5 Clearance  Areas  having  119  houses. 
Confirmed — 118  houses. 

Timsbury,  13/7/38,  11  Clearance  Areas  having  83  houses. 
Result  not  to  hand. 

Paulton  and  Timsbury,  18/10/38,  8 Clearance  Areas  hav- 
ing 49  houses.  Result  not  to  hand. 

Clearance  Areas — 25  Total  Houses  255 

Total  Number  Confirmed  122 

Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding : — 

(a) . — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  29 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  31 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ......  190 

(b) . — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year.  0 

(e). — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year.  17 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  138 

(d). — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  — 0 

1 should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
figures  given  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  relating  to  Housing. 
These  figures  disclose  that  a vast  amount  of  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  your  health  staff  involving  very  many  visits 
with  detailed  measuring  of  rooms;  heights  of  ceilings,  win- 
dow areas  etc.  All  these  details  have  to  be  entered  up  on 
specialised  cards  for  indexing  and  filing. 

The  holding  of  a Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  into  a Clear- 
ance Order  involves  the  preparation,  by  Mr.  Shaw  and  his 
staff,  of  large  numbers  of  plans  and  detailed  lists  of  evidence.  • 
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1 feel  confident  that  the  Council  have  every  reason  to  feel 
proud  of  the  work  carried  out  in  this  connection  during  the 
year;  work  which  has  raised  the  prestige  of  this  Authority 
in  housing  matters  far  above  the  position  in  which  it  stood  less 
than  two  years  ago.  This  work  is  continuing  during  the  cur- 
rent year  and  I hope  that  by  the  end  of  1940  the  completion  of 
our  labours  will  be  in  sight. 

The  completion  of  the  new  houses  which  are  to  be  built 
to  replace  those  condemned  will  do  much  to  improve  the 
general  housing  conditions  of  the  area. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

This  work  has  l)een  extended  and  brought  up-to-date 
Details  of  inspections  made  and  the  results  thereof  are  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  Inspector  attached. 

Milk  Supply. 

Conditions  are  as  good  or  better  than  those  prevailing 
in  previous  years.  The  County  Council  are  continually  att- 
empting to  im])rove  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  prod- 
uced; and  the  results  of  their  efforts  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
im])roved  cowsheds,  yards,  utensils  etc.  which  are  to  be  found 
all  over  the  district.  A very  sharp  eye  is  kept  on  all  milk 
offered  for  sale,  both  wholesale  and  retail.  Complaints  are 
occasionally  received  of  dirty  milk  being  sent  to  the  towns. 
1 hese  are  invariably  investigated  immediately  and  the  produ- 
cer is  followed  up  for  some  time  to  ensure  that  the  trouble 
has  l)een  located  and  cured.  Your  own  Inspectors  co-operate 
with  the  County  Authority  in  this  work  and  they  have,  this 
yeai , ])ut  in  a great  deal  of  time  in  getting  their  registers 
up-to-date.  In  my  opinion  the  standard  of  milk  produced 
and  sold  in  the  district  is  of  high  quality. 

PREVALENCE  OF.  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

T he  year  under  review  has  been  one  remarkably  free  from 
any  serious  outbreak  of  disease. 
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The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  to 
me  is  44  as  compared  with  69  in  the  previous  year.  The 
Isolation  Hospital  has  been  used  in  75  per  cent  of  the  cases 
and  is  a boon  to  the  district. 

Prompt  diagnosis  and  removal  of  Infectious  Cases  is  bound 
to  limit  the  spread  of  an  outbreak.  I append  details  of  cases 


notified : — 

Total  Cases 

Total  Cases 
admitted 
Isolation 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

9 

0 

Diphtheria 

7 

3 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

13 

1 

6 

Erysipelas 

• 4 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

8 

— 

6 

Total 

44 

15 

12 

Tuberculosis. 

Details  of  cases  notified. 

Respiratory  Form  4 

Non-Respiratory  Form  4 


Total  8 

Tuberculosis  Register.  — 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  December 
31st,  1938  was — 

Male  35 ; Female  45 ; Total — 80. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 

New  Cases  Deaths. 

Respiratory  Non-Resp’ry  Respiratory  Non-Resp’ry 

Age  Periods  M.  • F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 
0— 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65  and 
upwards 

Total 


1 

1 

1 


2 


— 2 

1 — 

2 — 


0 


— — 1 

2 1 4 


0 0 
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A.R.P. 

This  duty  which  came  upon  us  in  September  has  been  the 
cause  of  much  additional  work.  It  has  entailed  endless  cor- 
respondence, telephone  communications  and  journeys  all  over 
the  district.  Classes  for  training  personnel  in  their  various 
duties  have  been  conducted  at  suitable  points  throughout  the 
winter  months.  As  a result  there  is  now  in  operation  a com- 
plete scheme  of  A.R.P.  for  the  civil  population.  There  has 
been  a wonderful  response  to  appeals  for  voluntary  service 
and  it  is  hoped  that  we  are  now  in  the  position  to  put  up  some 
form  of  organised  protection  should  the  need  arise. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  V.  DREW, 
M.D.,  B.S.,  M.O.II. 
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Rural  District  Council  of  Glutton 
Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Annucil  Report  for  1938. 


Temple  Cloud, 

27th  April,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Clutton. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  to  you  my  first  annual  report  and  sum- 
mary of  the  sanitary  conditions  and  work  carried  out  in  the 
Health  department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses : 4778. 

Population  of  the  district : 15830 
Area  of  the  district  in  acres : 42645 
NOTICES 

Nine  preliminary  or  informal  notices  were  served  upon 
owners  or  occupiers  requiring  them  to  abate  nuisances  and 
sanitary  defects  found  in  connection  with  dwelling-houses. 

NUISANCES. 

The  number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  detecting, 
or  ascertaining  the  existence  of  nuisances  was  77. 

102  nuisances  were  discovered  and  the  following  table 


gives  particulars — 

Choked  drains,  gullies  etc.  16 

Defective  drains  - — — 5 

Cesspools  defective  and  overflowing  10 

Dampness,  Roofs,  Plaves,  etc 6 

Walls  6 

Defective  Structures  — 8 

Foul  and  insanitary  Closet  Pedestals  — 1 

Insufficient  sink  accommodation  — 40 

Miscellaneous  — — — 16 


Total 


102 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS  AND  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

The  full  details  of  the  work  done  under  this  heading  have 
been  fully  described  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Report, 
therefore,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  repeat  the  details 
here. 

A survey  of  the  whole  of  the  parishes  in  the  district  in 
which  Clearance  Areas  had  not  been  undertaken  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  with  a view  to  formulating  a comprehen- 
sive programme  of  housing  work  and  a report  submitted  in 
December.  The  survey  revealed  that  approximately  269 
houses  could  be  dealt  with  under  section  9 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  27  under  section  11  and  655  under  section  25. 

A programme  was  arranged  by  which  it  was  hoped  that 
252  of  the  houses  deemed  to  come  under  section  25  would  be 
dealt  with  in  1939,  220  in  1940,  leaving  183  to  be  dealt  with  in 
1941. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council’s  Chew  Magna,  etc.  water  supply  scheme 
which  was  brought  into  operation  early  in  1937  continues  to 
serve  a very  useful  purpose. 

During  the  year  23  routine  samples  were  taken  from  this 
supply  and  submitted  to  the  analyst  of  the  Somerset  County 
Council,  with  the  result  that  12  were  found  to  be  satisfactory, 
10  not  quite  satisfactory  and  1 unsatisfactory.  During  the 
summer  months  a drought  was  experienced  and  the  discharge 
of  water  from  some  of  the  springs  at  Pitt  Farm  was  reduced 
in  volume  to  very  small  proportions,  and  in  some  cases  the 
springs  gave  out  altogether.  This  necessitated  a careful 
watch  being  kei»t  to  safeguard  the  quality  of  the  water  dis- 
charged from  the  springs.  The  majority  of  the  samples 
which  were  not  quite  satisfactory,  were  procured  round  about 
this  time.  The  Townsend  spring  although  very  much  reduced 
in  volume  delivered  water  of  a consistently  satisfactory  quality. 
This  supply  was  used  almost  exclusively  for  the  public  supply 
during  the  summer  months. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Downside  Auth- 
ority proved,  on  analysis,  to  be  satisfactory  on  each  of  the 
three  occasions  when  samples  were  taken. 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  Consulting 
Engineer’s  Re])ort  on  the  question  of  sewering  the  whole  of 
their  district  and  a preliminary  scheme  has  been  laid  before 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  question  of  sewage  disposal  in 
the  whole  of  the  district  is  becoming  more  serious  and  will  no 
doubt  have  to  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

Four  Inquiries  were  held  by  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  for  Clearance  Area 
purposes  on  16th  February,,  10th  May,  13th  July  and  18th  Oc- 
tober, 1938. 

SCHOOLS,  GENERAL  CONDITIONS. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  year 
in  the  sanitary  condition  of  one  of  the  schools  in  the  district, 
where  the  water  supply  was  found  to  be  deficient,  new  supplies 
were  provided  direct  from  the  new  main  water  supply  of  the 
district. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  remaining  schools 
and  the  existing  sanitation  was  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfac- 
tory condition. 

WATER  SAMPLES  FOR  ANALYSIS. 

During  the  year  71  samples  were  collected  and  forwarded 
to  the  County  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  examination.  By 
arrangement  with  your  Council  these  analyses  are  carried  out 
by  the  Somerset  County  Council,  the  results  of  the  examina- 
tions were  as  follows: — 

Satisfactory  26;  Not  satisfactory  17;  Unfit  for  drinking  28. 

SCAVENGING  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Very  good  progress  is  maintained  in  the  service  of  house 
refuse  collections,  and  it  is  satisfactory  again  to  note  that 
one  more  parish  will  next  year  be  brought  under  this  scheme, 
viz: — West  Harptree.  This  brings  the  total  to  17  parishes 
where  scavenging  has  been  introduced  in  your  district. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
to  the  Health  Department  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Dr.  Drew  for  attention,  viz : — 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted 
Disease  notified.  to  Isolation 

Hospital. 

Erysipelas  4 1 

Puerperal  Fever  1 1 

Diphtheria  — 7 3 

Scarlet  Fever  11  9 

Pneumonia  13  1 

Tuberculosis : 

Non-Pulmonary  4 — 

Pulmonary  4 — 

44  15 


JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  this  Institution  maintains  a 
good  service  and  that  an  increasing  percentage  of  the  patients 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  being  treated  here.  It 
will  be  observed  by  the  foregoing  table  that  out  of  the  total 
number  of  Scarlet  Fever  (11)  only  two  of  these  patients  were 
treated  at  their  homes. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES. 

43  inquiries  were  made  upon  removal  of  patients  to  Hos- 
pital and  28  rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

I do  not  think  it  necessary  to  reiterate  the  procedure 
adopted  when  patients  are  attended  at  their  homes,  but,  pri- 
marily every  attention  is  given  to  the  exclusion  of  children  of 
school  age,  from  attending  school  for  the  recognised  period 
of  incubation  of  the  particular  infection. 

The  ])remises  also,  in  all  cases,  are  carefully  inspected 
as  to  sanitary  conditions  and  notice  given  to  the  person  re- 
sponsible,  of  any  defects  found  to  exist. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 


Periodical  inspections  are  made  and  three  complaints  re- 
ceived had  immediate  attention  upon  notice  being  served. 

Inspections  of  these  premises  are  in  the  hands  of  H.M.  In- 
spectors of  Factories,  but,  any  act,  or  default  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  is  referred  by  them  to  your  Council  for  attention. 

Workshops. 

The  number  of  workshops  now  on  the  Register  is  115 
(inclusive  of  Bakehouses)  and  regular  inspections  of  these  are 
also  carried  out. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  15  on  the  Register,  and  no  underground  Bake- 
houses exist  in  your  area. 

These  premises  are  periodically  inspected  and  one  notice 
was  served.  On  the  whole  these  premises  are  kept  in  very 
good  condition  and  limewashed  as  required  by  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  Slaughterhouses  on 
the  Register,  being  14  registered  and  7 licensed. 

The  Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops  receive  regular 
visits  and  during  the  year  384  visits  were  made  to  slaughter 
houses. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Two  licenses  were  issued  under  this  Act  during  the  year, 
the  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  being  40. 

MEAT  CONDEMNED. 

The  amount  of  meat  found  to  be  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis and  which  was  volutarily  surrendered  by  the  owners 
and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  weighed 
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4,442  lbs.  and  consisted  of  the  following : — 


Beasts  Carcase  ......  2 

„ Forequarters  6 

„ Liver  — 7 

„ Lungs  13 

„ Hearts  6 

„ Stomachs  5 

„ Mesentery  2 

„ Brisket  3 

„ Heads  ......  14 

Pigs  Carcase  . — 3 

„ Heads  ......  40 

„ Livers  12 

„ Heart  and  Lungs  — 13 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

One  licence  only  was  granted  to  a milk  producer  during 
the  year. 

The  following  is  the  total  number  of  Producers  and  Re- 
tailers appearing  in  the  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year,  viz: 


Number  of  Producers  472 

Number  of  Distributors  or  Retailers  divided  as 
follows : — 

Distributors  who  are  Producers  131 

Distributors  only  29 

The  number  of  licenses  granted  by  your  Council  for 
“Specialised”  milk  are  as  follows : — 

“Pasteurised”  Milk  Sellers  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  bottled  off  premises  1 

The  number  of  Producers  holding  licenses  granted  through 
the  Health  Department  of  the  County  Council  are  as  follows, 
viz : — 

Grade  A (Accredited)  Milk  54 

Grade  A (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milk  22 


Milk  Samples. 

Tabulated  below  is  a number  of  samples  of  milk  collected 
in  your  District  during  the  year,  under  the  different  heads 
mentioned,  and  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  the  appro- 


priate examination,  viz. 

Ordinary  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  test  17 

Grade  A (Accredited)  milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  test  9 

Grade  A (Tuberculin  tested)  milk  94 

Grade  A (Accredited)  milk  196 

“Pasteurised”  milk  6 


Total  322 


With  a view  of  bringing  the  Register  up-to-date  a de- 
tailed survey  has  been  made  of  the  farms  and  buildings  in  11 
Parishes.  297  Farms  have  been  inspected  and  particulars 
recorded.  The  remainder  of  the  parishes  will  be  surveyed 
during  next  year. 

619  visits  and  revisits  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  made 
during  the  year,  and  the  Chew  Stoke  Milk  Depot  is  frequently 
inspected. 

Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  improve  the 
conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced,  and  appended  here- 
under is  a summary  of  work  carried  out,  viz : — 


New  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  4 

New  Floors  to  Cowsheds  — 3 

New  Drainage  to  Cowsheds  - 4 

Yards  Concreted  3 


Surveyor’s  Report. 


NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Plans  were  approved  by  your  Council  and  the  following 
new  houses  were  erected  in  the  District  during  the  year,  viz : — 


(1)  With  State  assistance: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  8 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  — 

(2)  Without  State  assistance: 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  40 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  23 

Total  71 

The  houses  built  by  your  Local  Authority  were  distributed 
over  the  various  parishes  as  follows,  viz : — Timsbury  20 ; 
Glutton  4;  West  Ilarptree  10;  Paulton  14. 


Through  the  introduction  of  various  restrictions  and  regu- 
lations in  connection  with  Highways  and  Town  and  Country 
Planning  the  work  in  this  respect  has  recently  materially  in- 
creased. 

294  inspections  were  made  during  the  progress  of  building 
operations. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

Your  Council’s  works  at  Timsbury,  Paulton  and  Glutton 
are  working  satisfactorily.  During  the  year  the  Distributors 
at  the  two  former  works  received  some  slight  repairs. 

The  various  works  attached  to  the  Council  Houses  are 
well  maintained  and  are  working  in  a satisfactory  way. 

CHOKED  AND  BURST  SEWERS. 

f 

These  have  occurred  and  attention  been  given  to  remedy 
the  trouble  at  Farrington  Gurney,  High  Littleton,  Paulton  and 
Timsbury. 

PETROLEUM  ACT,  1928. 

No  new  licenses  were  granted  during  the  year  for  Petrol 
Filling  Stations,  or  Storing  Petroleum,  etc. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  84  licenses  held  under 
this  Act,  being  70  and  14  for  storing  petroleum  and  carbide 
respectively. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SHAW, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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